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Private Colleges may cost less than Public Colleges?)

1. What is College Financial Aid?
2. Does Private College cost less than Public College?
3. When do we start financial aid process?
4. Does the college financial aid influence to college admission?
5. Why is it important to review each financial aid award?
6. DACA (Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals)’s financial aid?
- “May UC colleges cost only about $5,000 through Fin. Aid?”
- “Can DACA receive almost full supports from CSU?”

7. What is Taxonomy for the College Admission?
8. Relationship between College Admission Process and
Financial Aid
9. Ways to improve the college admission rate - Advanced
Research Internship Program (ARIP)

AGM College Planning, LLC (Richard Myung)

The most common dilemma among the high school seniors are to select the colleges to fit in the parents’ affordability of cost of attendance(COA) and
to improve their eligibility for each college admission with the maximum financial aid such as grants/scholarships. Furthermore, many students may
take someone else’s biased opinions which may result in disadvantages for the college admission process as well as for the college financial aid
process. I have listed questions and answers below to help the student families for better understanding of both processes as follows:

1. What is College Financial Aid?
To calculate the college financial aid amount for each school, it is important to calculate Expected Family Contribution (EFC) amount that is calculated
by the income and assets of both student and parents for the previous year, and the difference between a college’s yearly cost of attendance (COA)
and EFC is the financial need amount which is the maximum possible targeted financial aid amount to be calculated according to each college’s
financial aid grid. Each college may apply their financial aid formula based on the different EFC calculation methods: by Federal Methodology (FM) or
by Institutional Methodology (IM). Then, each college applies their own financial aid percentage to the financial need amounts. And, the college’s
financial aid award amounts are consisted of various gifted aids such as grants and/or scholarships from the federal, state or school sources, etc. with
self-help portions such as various student loans, work-study program, parent loans, etc.

2. Does Private College cost less than Public College?
Almost of all public schools in general are awarding the financial aid in the range between 40%~85% of the financial need amount whereas private
school’s financial aid amounts are awarded for almost 100% of the student’s financial need amount. Therefore, there will be a great chance to send
children to the private school with less costs than that of the public schools if they planned in advance.

3. When do we start financial aid process?
Since the college financial aid award is not based on any saving type methods, it is very important to understand and to measure how much the
student family’s financial need will be by referring to each college’s financial aid need based formula when your child becomes a freshman at high
school. The early evaluation for the family’s expected financial aid eligibility for the admission process since tax filing is required once a year and the
college financial aid calculation is according to the formulas related to the family’s income and assets. How to find the right colleges for the student
with the abundant financial aid awards in advance could be a key to success to college admissions because there are many students finally giving up
registration for college due to the lack of the financial aid awards by selecting the wrong colleges during the application process. There are even more
than 130 colleges available for international students such as visa status of E, J, F, etc. for financial aid.

4. Does the college financial aid influence to college admission?

Never! The admission process for all colleges in US should apply the need blind policy only during the admission process because of the most
important financial aid resources are from the federal sources including grants, work-study program, various student loans, parent loans, etc. But, the
international student financial aid awarding schools may apply need blind policy or need aware policy during the admission process, so that it is
recommended for the student to select these schools carefully prior to applying to college.

5. Why is it important to review each financial aid award?

The college financial aid awards are calculated by the percent need met of the financial need amount each year, and such a financial aid percentage
for the gifted aid such as grants/scholarships may have changed from the school’s financial aid award average. It is important to identify the fact
whether or not each year’s financial aid award amount is under-awarded or mis-awarded from the school’s average financial data. Parents must
review each year’s financial aid awards for these ranges of the family’s affordability before they accept the given awards. If you find the awarded
amounts are under-awarded or mis-awarded by comparing to the school’s average, you should start the appeal process to the financial aid office in
writing as soon as possible. It is strongly recommended to review your financial aid details since there have been many cases of over a few thousand
dollar difference from the school’s average could happen each year.

6. DACA (Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals)’s financial aid?
- “May UC colleges cost only about $5,000 through Fin. Aid?”
- “Can DACA receive almost full supports from CSU?”

California State has a good financial aid programs for DACA (Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals) status students through college
financial aid applications such as AB540, AB130 and AB131 programs.
California Colleges
Univ. of California
California State
Universities
Private Colleges
Community Colleges

Types of Financial Aids
Cal Grant A,B & C (ab1131)
UC Grant (ab130)
In-State Tuition Rate
Cal Grant A & B(AB131)
State University Grant(ab130)
Cal Grant A, B & C
Private Scholarship & Fellowship
Cal Grant A,B & C (Up to 4 Yr College
Transfer) Reserve, Board of Governors Fee
Waiver

Financial Aid Amounts
$12,192 Up to $18,000 with CA In-State
Tuition rate, Avg. Fin. Aid. $20,000-$26,000
$5,472.00 Up to $1500.00 with CA In-State
Tuition rate, Avg. Fin. Aid. $5,400-$6,950
$9,000.00, Avg. Financial Aid – The amount
may be different each college
Full costs of attendance and In-State tuition
rate applied

7. What is Taxonomy for College Admissions?

Every college application selection process in the United States is determined by point system and the point system methodology is called Taxonomy.
For example, if there are 80,000 students applying for a certain college, but the college has a maximum number of the application reviewing capacity
that year of 30,000 applicants, which means the remaining 50,000 applicants may not even get a chance to be reviewed for the admission process.
Why and how does this happen? The keys to success for your child’s college admissions are to understand Taxonomy system in the early stage when
your child becomes a high school student. It is strongly recommended to understand how the student’s wishing school weighs more points in what
areas of the student’s profile addressed to each school’s admission factors as well as its Taxonomy points. I have attached some of the real Taxonomy
point tables how college application’s contents are to be converted to the points for the college admissions. Each college may apply variable weight
factors for the same category on the application according to the importance of a certain admission factor by more or less points during the college
application selection process.

8. Relationship between College Admission Process and Financial Aid

One of the keys to succeed in college admission is to start preparing for the selection of the colleges as early as possible. There are many students
eventually who give up registering for the most wanted admitted college due to the lack of the financial aid. Understanding of selecting better
financial aid awarding schools for the college preparation by comparing each school’s financial aid data as shown table below according to the family’s
affordability by their income and asset data. The following table shows randomly selected school’s financial aid levels on average. Once the student
selects the most financially aid awarding schools, then the next step is to research each selected school’s admission factors by similar categories, so
that you will be able to identify which admission factors to be countable for more Taxonomy points where the school evaluates the applicant

differently with the same information on the college application. Even the application essay topic for each school should be carefully selected by the
comparison of these admission factors shown below for the college admissions. Knowing when to start the strategic process is not as important as
carrying the knowledge into action. These key factors will greatly influence acceptance rate into the college of choice.

Admission
Factors

Very
Important

Important

Considered

BROWN
University

UNIV. of Chicago

UNIV. of IL
Urbana Champaign

NORTHWESTERN

Academic GPA
Application Essay
Character/Personal Qualities
Level of Applicant's Interest
Recommendations
Rigor of secondary school record
Talent/Ability
Class Rank
Extracurricular Activities
Standardized Test Scores

Application Essay
Character/Personal Qualities
Recommendations
Rigor of secondary school record
Talent/Ability

Academic GPA
Rigor of secondary school record

Academic GPA
Application Essay
Class Rank
Rigor of secondary school record
Standardized Test Scores

Academic GPA
Class Rank
Extracurricular Activities
Volunteer Work

Application Essay
Extracurricular Activities
Standardized Test Scores
Talent/Ability

Extracurricular Activities
Recommendations
Talent/Ability

Alumni Relation
First generation college student
Geographical Residence
Interview
Racial/Ethnic Status
State Residency
Volunteer Work
Work Experience

Alumni Relation
First generation college student
Interview
Level of Applicant's Interest
Racial/Ethnic Status
Standardized Test Scores
Work Experience

Character/Personal Qualities
Class Rank
First generation college student
Geographical Residence
Racial/Ethnic Status
State Residency
Volunteer Work
Work Experience

Alumni Relation
Character/Personal Qualities
First generation college student
Interview
Level of Applicant's Interest
Racial/Ethnic Status
Volunteer Work
Work Experience

9. Ways to improve the college admission rate - Advanced Research Internship Program (ARIP)

ARIP is one of the ways to improve Taxonomy Points for the college admissions, to enhance the eligibility for more gifted aids such as
grants/scholarships, and to encourage the students with advanced experiences in college environments for the college admission preparation. We
have developed this global Advance Research Internship Program with the research topic of “Investigating Environmental Genomics through
Informatics” with current distinguished professors from major private schools such as Boston University, The George Washington University,
University of Chicago, and University of Southern California. Superior students from all over the world are applying for this program each year, and
they have generated many fruitful results. This program details are found at www.agminstitute.org and participants each year also receive many
benefits as follows:
• ARIP Certificate for the program completion
• Professor’s strong Recommendations for the college admissions
• ARIP Research Paper by distinguished ARIP faculty will be published in a Major Science Journal at the end of year,
and all participants will be listed as co‐authors.
• ARIP Leadership Award and/or ARIP Research Award
• Interact directly with university professors
• Jumpstart undergraduate research experience
• Experience US university research environment
• Conduct cutting edge research
• Gain insights into US university application and admissions procedures
• Available for International Students
ARIP is an internship research program led by distinguished professors and participating students of this program will have an opportunity to develop
their career path in various research or fields, and with the recommendation from the professor regardless of any preferred majors at the college. All
colleges prefer to select the student who holds many abilities and achievement records in various areas during their admission process, and your kids
will greatly improve the eligibilities for the college admission more than ever through this program. This program could open doors to Ivy leagues for
the students as well. We recommend you to apply for this internship program in advance due to the limit of the seat availability and the deadline for
the applications.

